
Zhao Guang Si Temple 
The Temple of the Morning Glow 
At the Zhao Guang Si monastery, a five-story pagoda temple rises through the mists and clouds. 
The wooden walls are painted with a dark lacquer, and the lanterns are covered with a red gauze 
that gives the interior an ominous red glow. A center oaken beam rises through every floor, 
providing structural support for the temple.  

First Floor 

The first floor is dominated by a 40-foot statue of a man sitting cross-legged. Although there are 
four windows, two on each wall flanking the statue, they generally remain closed and shuttered so 
that the only light comes from the red lanterns. 

Second Floor 

This floor consists primarily of a balcony overlooking the temple floor below. The statue is large 
enough to still be higher than the monks standing on the balcony. As with the other windows 
throughout the temple, the windows here are generally shuttered. 

Third Floor 

Except for a few closets for storing equipment, this floor primarily consists of a training room 
where trainees can spar with each other until they drop from exhaustion. 

Fourth Floor 

The library on this floor is the only room where the lanterns are not shrouded in red gauze, and 
the windows may remain open to allow for reading by daylight.  

Fifth Floor 

The grandmaster has an office on this floor, but much of the floor is dedicated to the Chamber of 
Rituals, where it is said that senior monks may perform dark magic to enhance their abilities. 

Basement 

Although trainees and junior monks live in barracks on the monastery’s grounds, the more senior 
monks have quarters in the temple’s basement, where trainees may join them for the final meal of 
the day. The basement also includes a kitchen and a crematorium, which share a chimney that 
rises outside the temple on its northwest side. Senior monks are interred in sarcophagi in the 
temple’s crypts when they pass away, but trainees and junior monks are cremated, with their 
cremains interred in urns in a columbarium. 



A circular room that connects to the crypts is used for funeral services and other rituals. There is a 
teleportation portal here that the senior monks can use to access the Zhao Guang Si’s Trials of the 
Elements. Trainees who survive those trials will be teleported where upon completion of all four 
trials. 

 

 

 

 


